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middle class in the eighteenth century, realistic fiction assumed
predominance.

A more intense form of that anti-romantic reaction was the
pcaresque novel of Spain: a cynical parody of romance, adven-
tures of roguery substituted for adventures of chivalry. The
genre, which culminated in Don Quixote, had immense and
prolonged influence. In the eighteenth century, new essential
elements were added to realistic fiction: psychological depth,
learned from the dramatists and moralists 5 a higher degree of
earnestness: the bourgeoisie, well on its way to power, insisted
on being taken seriously $ and finally, through the revived in-
terest in the picturesque past, more vividness and accuracy in
material detail: Sir Walter Scott was the master of Balzac, with
whom the novel reaches completeness.

The novel has been for a century at least the leading form
in literature: the most popular, the richest, and, purely as art,
inferior to none. Yet "realistic fiction" is based on an antinomy,
and might break up into its component parts: pure imagination,
or romance j pure realism, the unadulterated presentation of
facts, in the form of history, sociology, psychology. Still, "real-
istic fiction" may be justified: (i) as a springboard for imagina-
tion; (2) as satire; (3) as experiment: a novel is a workable
hypothesis, a set of blue prints, a design for living.